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Alpha ministry to begin at Westwood

In June, the Session approved a motion to authorize launching an
Alpha ministry at Westwood, consisting of three courses annually
beginning January 2010 through Spring of 2012, with an annual
budget not to exceed $12,000.

In passing this motion, the Session not only gave permission to begin
offering Alpha, but also confirmed their commitment and support to
the success of the Alpha ministry, and affirmed the mission of making @
disciples at Westwood as priority.

During the next few months, more information about Alpha will A l h
be shared through several avenues. We hope this information p a
will help you become better acquainted with Alpha and the

vision for integrating it into the life of our church.

Understanding Alpha

To those attending as guests, Alpha is a practical introduction to the Christian faith. To
those running the course (Alpha Team Leaders and Coordinators, Small Group Leaders
and Helpers, Worship Team, Prayer Team and Hospitality Team), it is friendship-based
evangelism. Here are some of the key ingredients:

Anyone can come. Anyone interested in finding out more about the Christian faith can
be invited on this ten-week introduction designed for nonchurchgoers and new Christians.
It can also be used as a refresher course for mature Christians. In many churches, the first
course is attended mainly by church members.

Learning and laughter. The course is based on a series of 15 talks which tackle the key
questions at the heart of the Christian faith. It is possible to learn about the Christian faith
and enjoy the experience! Laughter and fun are a key part of the course, breaking down
barriers and enabling everyone to relax together.

Pasta. An opportunity to eat together gives people the chance to get to know each other
and to develop Christian friendships. It is important that the course is held in a welcoming
environment.

He!ping one another. The small groups encourage everyone to participate and help each
other along the way, as they discuss the talks, study the Bible, and pray for each other. For
the leaders and helpers, the course provides an opportunity to help bring others to faith.
Peaple often come back and help on the next course or bring their friends along to see
what it is all about.

Ask anything. Alpha is a place where no question is regarded as too simple or too hostile.
People are given a chance to raise their questions and discuss relevant topics in small
groups after the talk.

e The hearts of those
who will attend the
first Alpha course at
Westwood.

Pray for:

e Qur church to have a
heart for those who
do not know Jesus.

Give Praise for:
| e Hearts of faith and

obedience of Session
What

leaders.
e Ears to hear if and

» Alpha training, e Those people God _
to do support and prayers is calling to fill key how God might be
now? that nine members Alpha positions. calling you or your

group to be

Gadowill forthe involved in Alpha.

Alpha Team.

‘ received on June 27. & Clear direction of

Evangelism:
expand your
perspective

Recommended reading
or small group study:

I Once Was Lost
by Don Everts and
Doug Schaupp

Everts and Schaupp
describe the factors that
influence how people shift
in their perspectives and
become open to the
gospel. They provide
practical tools to help
people enter the kingdom,
as well as guidelines for
how new believers can live
out their Christian faith.

Just Walk
Across the Room
by Bill Hybels

If we call ourselves "Christ-
followers," then it's time
we walk where our Leader
would walk, and talk as he
would talk. This calls for
flat-out teamwork with the
Spirit of God. Award-
winning author Bill Hybels
reveals a highly successful
evangelism approach
based on trusting Christ's
quiding spirit and sharing
friendship's transforming
love:

e Offering radical
acceptance and love to
people God places
around us, regardless of
their appearance and
lifestyle

e [earning their life stories

e Enveloping them in
grace-filled community

Alpha is a not considered
a program but a movement
of the Holy Spirit.
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